Joseph Carroll and Best of Show Automotive create a stunning
1970 Charger 500...without a Hemi!
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has often heralded as

the iconic example of
true 1960s musclecars. From Bullitt to
the Dukes of Hazzard, from The Fast and
The Furious to Dirty Mary Crazy Larry,
Dodge’s stylized B-body represented
the best and worst of the car culture,

T he second-gen Charger
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depending on whose side you were
on. Today, 40 years later, these cars are
understandably becoming harder and
harder to find (in part due to the level of
destruction they suffered at the hands
of Hollywood’s moguls). For Joseph
Carroll, whose Best of Show Automotive
in Mentor, Ohio (near Cleveland), has

already become well-known for its
dedication to detail, the 1970 Charger
500 seen here may simply be called “the
best,” period.

On display at the 2009 Mopar
Nationals, some people may have been
taken aback by the level of seriousness
that BOSA seems to have. These guys



come to win, period, also taking Best of
Class at the Columbus event with the
1-of-5-built 426W steel-nosed Dodge
440 hardtop of Lake County Sheriff
Charlie Caldwell. The Charger 500 was
in its own tent, undercover part of the
weekend. While most of us are here in
the world of “Mopar Enthusiasts” as
opposed to “Mopar Millionaires,” the
execution of this car stood out for a
number of reasons, not the least of which
are some perhaps unconventional twists
on the classic design.

For instance, let’s look at those big
wheels. Rims like these three-piece
Symbolic 20-inch wheels has met with
mixed reviews in the Mopar hobby, giving

Joseph Carroll, whose Best
Museum of Speed nea:
May, shows that h
the 2009 Mopar

ENGINE The 451-inch Indy Cylinder Head engine is a jewel, painted with a custom-
mixed pearlescent hue and laid in between the tubular structure supporting the front
suspension. Under acceleration, we're talked 550 horses at 5,700 rpm.

some the impression they do not really
fit the motif of raw muscle. In this case,
shod in Pirelli P Zero Nero rubber and
coupled with jet-black PPG paint and
subtle Lamborghini Millennium Silver
accents, they instead give the Dodge a
sense of being a truly industrial machine.
Joe seemed right at home as the car

roared down |-70 for our photo shoot; it
was barely breathing hard.

Then there’s the engine. In an era
when 426 Hemi-derived engines are
easily available and the latest “technical”
mills for street / show cars are based
the newest 6.1 Hemi technology, Best
of Show selected a 440 Magnum. Built
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LOGO In hint of the upgrades, this 2008 Charger logo was
used in place of script version found on the rear panel of

original models. GRILLE The same silver paint used on
the rear panel and strip were also applied to the inset grille
region, a raw metallic hue that matches the car’s personality

perfectly. LEXAN These Lexan windows allow you to see
the suspension'’s design right through the engine bay. This is
possible since the tubular structure eliminated the factory stamp
support for those components.

with performance in mind, the 451-inch
lung came from Indy Cylinder Heads
with heavy-duty internal upgrades and
a Demon four-barrel carb, but it was the
Harley-Davidson copper engine color
and dark silver matte underhood paint
that sets this package apart. Indeed, the
underhood area almost seems to have a
living “rare metal” glow about it; the cast
valve covers over the ICH 440EZ heads
were shaved clean, the air cleaner was
custom-milled on a water jet, and custom
hardware abounds. The crowning touch
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is hand-fabricated Lexan inner-fender
windows that allow you to view the raw
but completely upgraded suspension
from inside the engine bay. Impressive is
really the wrong word; this is a one-of-a-
kind sensory experience.

Cars were made to ride in, and this
one is no exception in terms of upgrades,
either. Best of Show decided what Dodge
had designed in 1970 was very well-done,
and after adding a slew of the best-
possible restoration pieces from B/E&A
and Legendary Interiors, Custom Auto Air
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provides cool temperatures, a Kenwood
KDC-232MR stereo system s hidden away
with controls mounted in the console, and
one of Keisler’s Pistol Grips stirs the four-
speed TKOB600 in the trans tunnel.

The word Pro Touring does get thrown
around a lot these days. However,
almost everything under the floor is 21 st
century save for the detailed tried-and-
true Dana 60 out back. Shelby Series
One upper and lower control arms and
spindles, custom-matched four-wheel
disc brakes (parts courtesy Shelby, GM,



In the studio, BOSA's Jeff Tenebaum used his creative
talent to document the Charger 500. The use of custom
Lamborghini silver for detail and a minimum of
extras give the car an appearance akin to a stealth
bomber. Big wheels look right at home.
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INTERIOR Leather seat covers, wood-grain wheel, and
factory console are coupled together to show that there was
little to improve from the stylings of Dodge’s original design.
UNDERCARRIAGE Up on the lift looking forward, the full
tti exhaust with Flowmaster mufflers, fourwheel disc brakes,

and minute attention to detail is readily visible. FIRAE From
beneath, you can truly appreciate the level of detail and effort
that went into the project. The K-frame structure has been
replaced and upgraded with rack-and-pinion components,
an aluminum cross-membetr, Shelby upper and lower control
arms, and F1 shocks.

and SSBC) and power rack-and-pinion
steering with heim joints for tie rods and
a splined sway bar with jointed end links
all added together to create a one-off
driving experience. The front suspension
is completely custom Best of Show/Dave
Salvaggio design, with 1 5/8-inch tubing
and an aluminum cross-member; a set of
Dynamic F1 (as in FIA Formula 1 series)
shocks have actually been dyno-tuned
for the application.

So, what’s the deal; are we trying to
sell this car for Best of Show, who has
a rotating selection of collector cars
available every day? No, it was sold by the
time we got ready to run the story; in fact,
they had sold it the day it was finished.
BOSA says over 2,600 hours went into
its creation, and we have to believe
that whoever ended up realizes that it
is more a work of art than a daily driver.
Nonetheless, according to the crew,

the new owner actually contemplated
driving the car from Cleveland out to Salt
Lake City but did not have the time to
make the journey. While such a beast
would likely be something few of us mere
mortals could hope to achieve, the entire
Maximum Effect Charger may indeed
be the ultimate connection between
the great thoroughbreds of Dodge’s
yesterdays coupled to today’s maverick
changes in performance. |

Mopar ENTHUSIAST 55



